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Catholic Schools Week, the annual celebration of Catholic schools and their contribution to their communities and the nation, is
set for Jan. 27 through Feb. 2, 2008. For
more than three decades, the nation’s Catholic schools have
spent the last week of January recalling what makes
Catholic education special.

Dr. Karen M. Ristau, president of the National Catholic Educational Association.
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Across the country, schools will observe the
week with special Masses, community service projects, academic and artistic
showcases, and athletic and
family events. Many schools
will hold open houses so that
community members can
learn more about the value
of Catholic education.

Trustees Vote Funds 2
for Improvements

The 2008 theme is Catholic Schools Light the Way,
which highlights the mission of Catholic schools to
provide a faith-based education that supports the whole
child academically and spiritually
and prepares students for future success.
“As a result of the excellent, multifaceted
education they are receiving today, our students will ‘light the way’ to a brighter future
through their leadership in our communities,
government, businesses and families,” said

“With their emphasis on
academic excellence and
moral values, Catholic
schools enjoy high satisfaction
among students and parents and
high achievement rates, including
high school graduation rates of more than 99
percent,” said Marie Powell, executive director of Catholic Education at the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops. “This is a
message we want to share with our nation’s
leaders.” (from NCEA 2007 CSW Press Release)
Special Catholic Schools
Week activities will be held at
SJE beginning on Sunday,
Jan. 27. All Masses that
weekend will feature student
participation and highlight the
ministry of Catholic education
in our parish. The school will
also hold an Open House that
day from 10:00 am - 1:00 pm.
All classrooms will be open to
exhibit student work and give
visitors the opportunity to
speak with teachers and staff.

Mrs. Dona Thies, SJE teacher, discusses student progress and work at the
SJE School Open House. Student academic and art work, showing the
breadth of the SJE curriculum, are exhibited in classrooms for review by
parents and visitors.

All alumni & friends are invited to attend the Open
House and join us in our SJE
Catholic Schools Week Celebration!
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Catholic Schools Week
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“Light the Way”
Western Round-Up, Summer Carnival to Benefit
School Programs
Endowment Funds Allocated to Science Lab,
School Security
SFVBJ Awards SJE School
Top Award
Multi-Media Computers
Received in Grant; Expand
Student Resources
“2008 Alumnus of the
Year” Nominees Show
Strength of SJE Graduates
Donor Increases Gift to
Make Science Lab Reality
Action Plans Developed to
Further Vision of Academic
and Faith Formation
“Angels” Inspire MiddleSchool Students to Sweep
Art Contest

School Receives Grant from Tech Firm
SJE School recently received a grant that provided for the acquisition of two Apple Mac notebook computers. The award
was received from 21st Century Learning based upon the
strength of the presentation made by SJE School regarding the
implementation of its technology program.
“The Mac’s were chosen based on their ease of use for multimedia applications,” said Mrs. Danowitz. “Our technology
program will be further developed to take advantage of new
developments in those areas and to make advanced systems
available to our students.”
SJE School currently utilizes a computer lab, as well as in-class
computers, to provide technology resources to students. 21st
Century Learning is currently working with SJE School in a
pilot program sponsored by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles to
advance school utilization of the internet and computers as part
of the educational program.
Computer teacher, Mrs. Sheryl Reyes, shows visitors the highlights of the computer
learning lab during Open House. Visitors get the chance to see and use student computers and get first hand experience with the learning program.

Get Ready for the SJE Summer Carnival
On June 13, 14, and 15, the parish and school will be sponsoring a Summer Carnival to benefit the school and other parish
ministries. The Carnival will include rides, international food,
fabulous entertainment, an astounding silent auction, and a
great Grand Prize Raffle. All alumni and friends are invited to
attend and enjoy this wonderful parish-wide event. Additional
information is available at www.sjecarnival.org.

“Western Round-Up” to be Sponsored
by PTSO to Benefit School
It’s Western Round Up time!! Get out your cowboy boots and
jeans. Saturday evening, April 26, 2008, we are having our annual Spring Fund and Fun Raising Event for the school. There
will be a western DJ and a line dance instructor. We’ll be chowing down on Bear Bit BBQ. Also, we will have a live auction, a
silent auction and our class keepsakes. Plenty of fun for everyone
and anyone. Mark your calendars, so you don’t miss it. More
details to follow in the school and parish bulletins!

Endowment Trustees Vote Funds for School
At a recent meeting of the Board of Trustees of the St. John Eudes School Endowment Trust Fund, the trustees voted to transfer the maximum allowable amount of
$6,400 of trust income to the school. These funds will be used toward the planned
Science Lab and to help improve school security.
The Endowment is a separate archdiocesan charitable fund governed by a parish
board of trustees and receives its funding from private individuals including parishioners, alumni, and friends of the school. There will be a special collection for the
Endowment at all SJE Masses on Jan. 27, the beginning of Catholic Schools Week.

SJE Recognized
Top Private School
for 2007
St. John Eudes School recently received
recognition by the San Fernando Valley
Business Journal as a 2007 Top Private
School. The award was based on a
number of factors including curriculum,
enrollment, and student performance.

A special Induction Mass was held at the beginning of the school year as SJE Student Leadership took on its
mission to “Light the Way” — the main theme for this year’s Catholic Schools Week.
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The Pulse: News About SJE Alumni & Friends
earned her a scholarship to Mount St.
Tom Walinski (’72) graduated from
Mary’s College and she completed her
Chatsworth High School in 1976. He
Business degree through the University of
received a B.S. degree in Engineering
Phoenix last year. She has been working
from Philips University. He was married
as an independent contractor for a mortto his wife, Christi, in 1980. He has
gage company and recently started an
twins, John and Shannon (who are both
exciting new job as a personal financial
21), and a 12 year old daughter, Haley.
consultant with Washington Mutual. She
He lives in Burbank and works as a malives in the Warner Center area and rechinist supervisor. He is active in his
cently celebrated her 28th birthday with
church and sings in the choir (like his
80 of her closest friends.
dad).
Joseph Abbene ’98 attended Notre
Nadine Vogel (McNulty) ’75 atDame High School in Sherman Oaks
tended Chaminade College Preparatory
where he was active in theatre, pole vaultafter graduating SJE. While at Chamiing, cross country, and football. He also
nade she was active for four years on the
Men’s Varsity Tennis Team (there was no served as an L.A. County Jr. Lifeguard
Cadet. After graduating Notre Dame in
girl’s team back in those days!). She
graduated in 1979 and studied at Stephens 2002 he attended California State University, Northridge, where he was active in
College in Missouri, where she continued
the theatre productions of Galaxy Video,
her tennis team activities. She was also a
Our Town, and The Greeks. He is curmember of Fi Phi Rho, the honor society
rently living in Northridge and continuing
of Fashion Students. In 1985 she rehis career by working in film, TV, music
ceived her degree in Fashion Design and
videos, and special effects as a best boythen attended the Paris Fashion Institute.
electric (with the IATSE, Union Local
She married Michael McNulty in 1990
728). His ultimate career goal is to conand they have 4 children - Aidan Finnetinue working in the film industry and one
gan (5), Delaney (11), Michael (14) and
day to win an Academy Award.
Clara (15). Nadine now works as a real
estate agent, and her husband is a real
Sr. Rosemary Bochniarz (former
estate appraiser. They currently live with
SJE Principal), who is now serving in her
their family in Northridge.
second year in Kerala, India, recently wrote
about her experiences . . .“On Christmas
Lourdes “Lally” Gabaya (Cruz)
Eve we went to the 11:30 pm Christmas
’93 attended Alemany High School
where she was active on the volleyball, tennis, and basketball teams,
and graduated in 1997. She then
attended USC and received a Doctor
of Pharmacy degree in 2003. In
September, 2006, she married her
husband, Edgar Cruz. They are now
expecting their first child (a baby
girl) this March (congratulations to
soon-to-be-first-time-grandmother
and former SJE teacher, Luisa
Gabaya!). Lally is currently supervising the coumadin clinics at the
several Kaiser Permanente hospitals
and clinics in the San Fernando Valley and is headquartered at the
Woodland Hills facility.
Julia Hernandez ’93 attended
Notre Dame High School and
graduated in 1997. In high school
she was active on the swim team
Sr. Rosemary (right) poses with a fellow Sister at the Sisters
and played tennis, and was enof the Pious Schools Convent in Kerala, India. There are 22
rolled in a number of honors
Sisters living at the Convent and Sr. Rosemary is still involved
classes. Her high school activities in education as a teacher to the novices, postulants, and aspirants of the house.
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Mass (with firecrackers blasting outside
the church at the time of the Gloria &
Consecration). Then we went in candlelight procession to the main road, led by
Hindi drummers clad in mundas (wrapsaround the waist), with Father carrying
the statue of Baby Jesus at the end of the
procession. Then we processed back to
church to adore the Baby & went outside
for entertainment & drawings for donated prizes, which included several live
ducks, a 10 kilo sack of rice, Christmas
cake, etc. We walked back to the convent
under a full moon & arrived at 2:45 am.
One of the beautiful things about India is
that the religions celebrate their faith in a
very lively way, whether Christian, Hindu
or Moslem; and the neighbors stand outside to watch the Catholics go in our frequent processions. . . . Well, that’s a taste
of life in Kerala for you!”
Let us hear from you too! E-mail us at
“theheartbeat@sjealumni.net”, or use the
on-line form on “The HeartBeat” page of
www.sjealumni.net, or drop a note to the
School Office “Attn: The HeartBeat”.

“Alumnus of the Year”
to be Announced During
Catholic Schools Week
Nominations for the SJE School Alumnus of the Year were accepted from
alumni and friends last month and are
now being considered by the selection
committee. The committee will make
its determination based on how well the
nominee represents a life-long learner
who lives their faith in the spirit of St.
Paula Montal based on the principles of
“to Live, to Love, to Learn, and to
Leave a Legacy.” The nominees for
2008 are: Jacqueline Beardsley ’02,
Dina Capra ’90, Sandra De La RivaRepede ’73, Patricia De La RivaFuentes ’79, Bert Howard ’86, Paige
Huff-Hemmis ’86, Kym RainesPiekunka ’83, Darren Ruzicka ’86,
Antoinette Zambetti ’00, and Gina
Zambetti ’00.
The recipient will be announced during
Catholic Schools Week via the Message
Board on the alumni website at www.
sjealumni.net. The award will be presented by Msgr. Nugent and Mrs. Danowitz, who head the selection committee, during a special Endowment Trustees Dinner in April.
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St. John Eudes School
9925 Mason Avenue
Chatsworth, CA 91311
Phone: (818) 341-1454
Fax: (818) 341-3093
www.school.stjohneudes.org
Msgr. Peter Nugent
Pastor
Mrs. Barbara Danowitz
Principal

A Community of Faith
is a community of learners
who recognize and nourish
God-given gifts.

A Special Message From the Principal
Plans Further Vision of Academic and Faith Formation
I would like to wish all our alumni and
friends Happy New Year for 2008! I
hope you had a wonderful Christmas with
your families and friends. We look forward to a productive second half of the
school year.
This year we will be having our regular
six year accreditation review by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges
(WASC), as well as the Western Catholic
Educational Association (WCEA). This
is an important part of our continuous
improvement process. The WCEA/
WASC Leadership team, faculty and staff
have already been working hard completing the Self Study for the WCEA/WASC
accreditation.
Based on the identified areas of growth,
analysis, and parent, student, staff and
clergy surveys, three School Improvement Action Plans have been developed:

The HeartBeat
A publication of the
St. John Eudes School
Development Office

1) Religion Curriculum and Instruction
• Expand the retreat program to all
grades
• Expand Christian Service Hours to
all grades

Ernie Star, Director
Contributing Writers:
Ellen Abbene
Molly Gaines
Eva Star

Science Lab Receives
Substantial Donation
The SJE School Science Lab came a
little closer to becoming a reality
through the generosity of an anonymous donor whose donation was increased to $50,000 towards the project.
The Science Lab is one of the
main new initiatives under
development that will provide added educational opportunities at SJE. Mrs.
Danowitz plans to have
the new School Board
extensively involved in
the project to help in planning, development and design. This will be a major
step forward for the school
and provide an exceptional
resource to students.
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Students Sweep
Area-Wide Art Contest
The winners of the Third Annual Student
Art Contest sponsored by the Interfaith
Symposium were announced earlier this
month, and SJE students swept all the
awards in the middle-school art category!
The winners were: 1st Place - Joseph
Prospero, Gr. 8; 2nd Place - Caitlin Hawthorne and Emily Vitar, Gr. 8; 3rd Place Brittney Martinez, Gr. 6; Honorable Mention - Michael Pollock, Gr. 7, and Anthony Perez Gr. 6.
The Interfaith Symposium is sponsored
by leading Jewish and Protestant organizations, as well as the Catholic
Archdiocese of Los Angeles.
The art contest includes entrants of all faiths from the
entire Los Angeles area. The
theme this year focused on Angels in Jewish, Protestant and
Catholic thought, liturgy, art history and music. Congratulations to
the winners and to all those SJE
students who participated in the art
contest!

2) Differentiated Instruction
• Develop rubrics
• Implement portfolios
• Develop portfolio assessment
• Develop an SLE student assessment
checklist
• Continue integration of technology
in instruction
3) Facilities and Resource
• Establish a Consultative School
Board
• Establish a Science Lab
• Increase campus security
These are major action plans that will
take us further in our vision of providing
a strong academic and faith formation
program for years to come. We wish to
acknowledge the school and parish community, as well as our alumni and friends,
for their commitment to continued excellence at St. John Eudes School.
Barbara Danowitz

In a Lighter Vein . . .
Overheard in Class
Teacher: The picture of the horse is
good, but where is the wagon?
Billy: The horse will draw it!
Teacher : Why are you reading the
last pages of your history book
first?
Billy: I want to know how it ends!
Teacher: Do you file your nails Billy?
Billy: No, I just throw them away!
Teacher: Billy, would you please stop
your day dreaming?
Billy: I wasn't day dreaming, I was
taking a nap!
You may have overheard that the SJE
School Adopt-A-Student Program is a
great way to help the school and to also
give the gift of a Catholic education to a
deserving student. Please consider becoming an Adoptive Donor by making a
donation today. You can get information
about the program at www.sjealumni.net
or by writing us at:

Attn: Adopt-A-Student Program
St. John Eudes School
9901 Mason Ave.
Chatsworth, CA 91311
The HeartBeat

