40th Anniversary History
of
St. John Eudes School

St. John Eudes School

Dear Alumni & Friends of St. John Eudes School,

Greetings!

With courage and foresight the pioneers of our parish made the
decision to build a parish school. The command of our Lord Jesus to
“go out and teach all nations…” inspired the pastor, Father Philip Grill,
and the new parish community to provide the upcoming generations
with a solid formation in the Catholic faith by building a new parish
school.

St. John Eudes School has stood as a beacon of Catholic education to
the community for forty years. Inspired by the paradigm of St. Paula
Montal, students have learned and grown in the Lord and gained a
values-filled education. The dedication and integrity of its Sisters,
teachers, staff, and administrators have made the reality of Catholic
education an everyday occurrence. Parents, guardians, and volunteers
have given selflessly of their time and talents to make St. John Eudes
School excellent.

The Sisters of the Pious Schools generously accepted the invitation of
our founding pastor to form the nucleus of the new school, and have
since that time provided the impetus in bringing alive a spirituality and
a faith commitment in our young people.
In the years since that beginning phase, Sister Rosemary guided the
growth and development, and blessed the school community with her
commitment of love and service. With our current principal, Mrs.
Barbara Danowitz, we have great hopes for the future vitality of our
school.
Your interest in our school and its welfare are important ingredients in
the success of this great mission that our parish has committed itself to.
May God bless you and continue to inspire us all to pass on the great
tradition of our faith.

In 2005, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops affirmed
the findings of the document To Teach As Jesus Did that read: of the
educational programs available to the Catholic community, Catholic
schools afford the fullest and best opportunities to realize the purpose
of Christian education among children and young people.
Let us go forward committing ourselves to the mission of St. John
Eudes School by offering future generations of children faith formation
and continued academic excellence.

Devotedly yours in Christ,

Mrs. Barbara Danowitz, Principal
Msgr. Peter Nugent
Pastor

The 40th Anniversary History
of St. John Eudes School • 1966-2007
In the early 1960’s, Chatsworth was a very different place from
what it is today. A pioneer town and stagecoach stop in the western
San Fernando Valley, it was surrounded by orange groves, horse
ranches, and bean farms. But as the suburban sprawl of Los Angeles
expanded into the Valley, it became evident that an additional parish
was needed to support the growing population.
Cardinal McIntyre chose
Fr. Philip Grill to establish the
new parish. Fr. Grill was the
associate pastor of Our Lady of
the Valley and received his new
assignment in 1963. The new
parish was to be named “St. John
Eudes” (a saint who Fr. Grill
admittedly knew nothing about,
but soon became an expert in1).
Fundraising efforts were
Fr. Philip Grill
launched in 1964.
Even though the church building had not yet been completed, by
the fall of 1966, St. John Eudes School was about ready to open its
doors to 170 students in the 1st through 4th Grades. The Sisters of the
Pious Schools, founded by Mother Paula Montal2, after leaving Cuba
due to government prohibitions regarding teaching, had come to Los
Angeles and agreed to provide four Sisters to help staff the school3 (St.
John Eudes School was the only school in the United States to include
teaching staff from the Sisters of the Pious Schools). The school was to
open on September 6,
but since the desks had
not arrived, the opening
had to be postponed.
The truckload of desks
arrived on September 14
and SJE dads went to
work immediately converting the boxes into
student desks (those
dads being Manuel del
Villar, Tom Frye, Jim
Dale Vogel and sons stand next to sign showing
Gergen, Bob Guest, Ed location of new parish and school

Leonard, Warren Lien, Frank McKeown, Tom McDyer, Dale Vogel,
Gene Walinski and Howard Wolfe).
Sr. Beatrice Moreno, Sch.P., was the school’s first principal in
1966. There was no electronic school bell - instead the school secretary
would stand outside the office
and ring an actual hand held bell.
Occasionally students were
treated to the sonic booms coming from the Rocketdyne testing
going on in the Santa Susanna
Mountains. When recess came
and the students played on the
parking lot blacktop they often
slipped and fell because the dress
shoes they were required to wear
had no traction like today’s playground friendly dress sports
shoes.
Sr. Beatrice
Because the church had not
yet been completed, Masses were celebrated at the Rancho San Antonio
Boy’s Home in the auditorium / gymnasium. Then in October of 1967,
the first Mass in St. John Eudes Church was celebrated and the parish
church and school were finally completed. It was a remarkable
achievement for Fr. Grill and the parish, considering it only took 4
years from the time Fr. Grill received the orders to start building the
parish until the church
opened its doors.
In 1968, Sr. Elizabeth
Candelaria, Sch.P., took
over as principal and there
was still a lot of work to be
done. The school needed a
flagpole, which was erected
that year. The class that had
started with the 4th Grade in
1966 was now the 6th Grade
and the total number of
students continued to grow.
Additional help was needed,
particularly with the sports
program, so it was then that
Sr. Georgina and Mr. Allington pose with sports
trophy
a young student studying at
San Fernando Valley College, named Ron Allington, started to help at
the school with the sports program.
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Sr. Beatrice returned as principal again in 1969. Appropriately,
the Eagle, a powerful figure which achieves great heights, was adopted
as the school mascot. But whether the school would achieve heights as
a 1st-8th Grade school was not absolutely certain. The newly formed
Parish Council, citing financial reasons, decided against adding the 8th
Grade. The following year, under pressure from parents and teachers,
and after a parish wide pledge drive to finance the addition, the 8th
Grade was added. Mr. Allington became the first 8th Grade teacher.
The first
school yearbook,
The Eagle, was
published for the
1971-72 school
year. Enrollment
peaked the following year when
there were approximately 40
students per class.
Fr. Grill and Mrs. Bertain pose with the 1st Communion class
In 1974, the first
of 1972 in front of the main doors of the church
8th Grade class
graduated that had started SJE School as 1st Graders4. And Sr.
Rosemary Bochniarz, Sch.P., became the new school principal.
In 1975 the first parish center was completed and provided vital
resources for the school, the parish and non-parish related organizations
(previously the 7th and 8th Grade classrooms had been used for the parish center). The school facilities continued to
expand with the addition of a storage
room in 1978 for educational and audiovisual equipment.
But soon audio-visual equipment no
longer sufficed to supplement classroom
lesson. The Computer Age brought a
new reality that required a new skill set
for students (and teachers). And so it
was that the Room Mothers (an
organization that had been formed to
provide direct parental involvement in
the school) raised funds to provide a
Sr. Rosemary
computer for every classroom in 1987.
In recognition of his outstanding work, Fr. Grill become Msgr.
Grill, and knowing he had done well with the parish, decided to retire.
The school had also been blessed with a number of associate pastors
that alumni may remember who had worked hard to help support the
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school during Fr. Grill’s pastorship, as well as afterward5. The parish
then welcomed Fr. Robert McNamara as pastor in January, 1989.
Fr. McNamara, working with Sr. Rosemary, took a new approach to
organizing the school and parent resources. It was at this time the
school instituted the Parent Teacher Support Organization6 (PTSO) and
the first general meeting was held in September, 1990. And with eyes
to the future to help secure the continued existence of the school, the St.
John Eudes School Endowment fund began
in 1991 during Catholic Schools Week.
In 1991 the school celebrated its 25th
Anniversary. There was a family reunion
of alumni, students, teachers, sisters,
priests, families, and the parish. At that
same time the school began ministering to
the second generation of children in the
parish. Information technology was exploding and being aware of the need to
keep pace with technological changes and
to fully incorporate the tools of technology
in the classroom, the first computer network system was purchased in 1991.
Fr. Robert McNamara
Also, through the efforts of the PTSO, the
enthusiasm of the faculty, and the assistance of the Riordan Foundation,
the Writing to Read Lab was acquired and installed in the converted
storage room during the summer of 1992. This program integrated
traditional and computerized learning techniques to teach writing and
reading to children in the lower
grades.
The reorganization that Fr.
McNamara had started several years
earlier had worked well to focus
parental resources. In May of 1993,
school parents, through the resources of the PTSO, held their first
annual Spring fundraiser (which
was a Monte Carlo Night ) - an
event that has become an annual
celebration enjoyed by school parents, friends, and parishioners. And
it was in recognition of the benefits
of parental involvement in the
school, and to motivate parental participation, that the Volunteer Service Many students had their first encounter with
Hours Program (with the sale of
a computer in the Writing to Read Lab
grocery store scrip as an integral
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part of the program) became a requirement during 1993. It was also
during that year that the school joined in the joy of the Sisters of the
Pious Schools when their Foundress, Paula Montal, was beatified.
The earthquake of
January 17, 1994, certainly left its mark on St.
John Eudes. While the
church building was
“red-tagged”, the school
was spared major damage and classrooms were
restored in two weeks.
But because of the damage to the church, it was The Class of ’96 Graduation Mass was held in the tent
necessary to erect a tent
the month before the church was ready to be reopened
while the church was
being repaired. For the next three years, the tent would serve has our
church for school Masses, First Penances, First Communions, and
Graduations. As things turned out, it was a blessing in disguise, since
the Parish Planning Committee decided to have a new parish center and
plaza built along with the rebuilding of the church. This was to provide
additional space and resources for school activities and functions.
The construction period did however pose some additional challenges
regarding safety issues, play areas, and
traffic patterns. But again because of the
challenges, improvements were made to
the school and an intercom system was
installed to connect the classrooms to
the office to improve safety. In July,
1996, the rebuilt church building, along
with the new plaza, tower, and Fr. Grill
Hall were dedicated by Cardinal
Mahoney and ready for use by the parish
and the school. A school logo7 was
adopted based upon a picture submitted
by an SJE student in a parish drawing
contest.
As physical improvements were
being made, parents and teachers were
also looking to improve the school proSJE student assists Fr. McNamara
gram. Inspired by studies regarding
with church rebuilding groundchild development and early learning
breaking
capabilities, it became apparent that the
addition of a Kindergarten class to the

school would greatly help advance the school’s educational program.
During the 1996-1997 school year, the school and parish worked together to plan, raise funds, and design a Kindergarten. The former
garage and office of the Old Parish Hall were remodeled. New playground equipment was assembled by parent volunteers. And the new
Kindergarten opened in 1997 to a full day schedule with 30 children
accepted from out of 65
applicants.
The new Kindergarten
affected the school in a number of ways. Glow Buddies
had new meaning with the
addition of Kindergartners as
lower grade students were
paired with upper grade students to serve as Big
Brothers or Big Sisters, to
model proper behavior as
well as learn together
Most alumni will remember the fun they had on
the “old” playground equipment. That equipment through projects and special
was replaced with equipment that was safe and
play time. The school was
suitable for use by Kindergarten level students
also restructured to encourage grade level communication and teamwork through the curriculum
that provided supportive behavior and activities at the Primary, Intermediate and Middle School levels. The school also joined the Character Counts Coalition in
1997, and the Student
Council focused on
living one of the Pillars of Character each
month.
With the completion of the Kindergarten, it was time again
to focus on technology
development (or at
least on keeping up
with the changes in
technology). In 1998
The new playground equipment is Kindergarten friendly
a newly formed Technology Committee assisted the school in the purchase of new Pentium
computers for each classroom, faculty room, and the office to update
the network system. Each year additional computers were added beginning with the upper grades and a printer was installed in the faculty

-5-

-6-

room for teacher use. Internet access was added and the school was
headed into the Cyber Age.
In 1999 the school celebrated the 200th Anniversary of Blessed
Mother Paula Montal’s birth with a Sunday liturgy. Our Regional
Bishop, Gerald Wilkerson, dedicated an original mural painted on the
wall of the Kindergarten by Philip and Phil Guastella, an SJE school
father and grandfather. The school children prepared spiritually for the
approaching New Millennium. The Children’s
Choir, under the direction of Mr. Richard
Medrano, accepted an
invitation from Pope
John Paul II to participate in the Children’s
Liturgy in St. Peter’s
Basilica with thousands
of other children from
around the world. They
ushered in the New
Millennium while in
Kindergarten students pose with Mother Paula Mural
Rome.
The New Millennium also ushered in new realizations regarding
the costs of maintaining the school - particularly in relationship to the
demands of modern life. In order to help parents to increase fundraising efforts and to promote the inclusion of all
school families in the
responsibility of supporting fundraising, the
school Fundraising
Commitment Program
was adopted during the
2000-2001 school year.
During this year the
school also welcomed
our new pastor,
Monsignor Peter
Msgr. Peter Nugent and Bishop Gerald Wilkerson
Nugent. We also welcomed a new saint in 2001 as Blessed Paula Montal, Foundress of the
Sisters of the Pious Schools, was elevated to sainthood by Pope John
Paul II on November 25, 2001. The Sisters, faculty, students and parishioners celebrated with great joy on her feastday, February 26.
A major change at St. John Eudes School followed the retirement
of Sr. Rosemary in June, 2002. Twenty-nine years earlier, Sr. Rosemary

had accepted God’s call to guide students and the school, which she
had done through those years with love and dedication. She now had
another call to help care for her mother and aging sisters at the convent
in Northridge (and would eventually serve in Kerala, India, where
she is currently assigned). But
while the Sisters of the Pious
Schools are still actively involved
as teachers and staff for the school,
for the first time in 36 years the era
of a religious at the school’s helm
ended. Sr. Rosemary was succeeded by the first lay person to
serve as principal, Mrs. Barbara
Danowitz.
As parish ministries flourished
and expanded, the school became
the beneficiary of parishioner involvement. Beginning with a
handful of retired parish volunMrs. Danowitz receives flowers and
teers, with the blessings of Sr.
cards of appreciation on Principal’s Day
Rosemary, a tutoring program had
been started to help students one-on-one in math or algebra. Mrs.
Danowitz, seeing the benefits of the program, began actively recruiting
“seasoned citizens” of the parish in 2003 to grow the program and
make it available to an ever growing number of students. It was also in
2003 that, with safety as a major concern, a remake of the school office
was completed. Windows were added to the main office and the principal’s office that would allow constant monitoring of the playground
and plaza area from
the office. The
lunch area also soon
received a new roof
to help keep students safe and dry.
To fulfill a long
held parish and
school dream, the
Fr. McNamara
Library was dedicated by Bishop
Wilkerson in 2005.
The library, built
with funds made
Deacon Chet Holly and Bishop Wilkerson bless the
McNamara Library during dedication ceremony
available from
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school and parish fundraising efforts, would become a major resource
for students and parishioners. The books and materials in the library
were funded in part by the Endowment, which had grown substantially
enough since 1990 so that its income could start to pay for special
school needs and projects. It was also in 2005 that Mrs. Danowitz
established the SJE Development Office to develop and maintain the
relationship between the school and the growing number of alumni
students. The HeartBeat newsletter was published to keep alumni and
friends informed of the progress and activities of St. John Eudes
School. The school received a new logo7 to
create an easily recognized
symbol for the school and
to help readily remind
students and alumni of the
core values of the school.
And in 2006 the school
received a new sign on the
school office wall to make
it easier for visitors to
recognize the school on the
The new school sign is easily seen from the plaza
parish campus. But
and makes it easy to find the school office
recognition also came from
throughout the city as SJE students swept most of the top honors in
citywide archdiocesan art and writing contests, along with championships in sports competitions. It was also in 2006 that the first 8th Grade
class graduated which had started as SJE Kindergartners.
And so, with the beginning of the 2006-2007
school year, SJE reached its
40 year milestone. 40 years
in anyone’s life sees a lot of
change, and our school has
seen its fair share. Considering just the technological
changes, it’s amazing how
the blackboard has now been
supplemented by the use of
the flat screen monitors that
State-of-the-art flatscreen monitors now allow
were recently installed in the
teachers to display internet pages to the entire
classrooms (teachers can
class or show notes from the teacher’s computer
now display internet webpages, DVD presentations, or the notes from their computer monitor to
the entire class). But for change to be of value, it must be positive
change. And for the school such change cannot be measured so much

in the physical changes of the school campus or by technology in the
classroom - it is measured more appropriately in the growth of its students, families, and alumni, and the legacy they leave in the communities in which they live. So this year the school will begin recognizing
an “Alumnus of the Year” as a benchmark for current students and
alumni of the positive accomplishments possible for students of St.
John Eudes School.
St. John Eudes School continues to be fully accredited by the
Western Association of Schools and Colleges and the Western Catholic
Education Association. It offers a strong academic program in a caring,
nurturing Christ-centered environment. The school fosters the
education of the whole child preparing each one for leadership,
responsibility, and citizenship.
The rigorous academic program
and high expectations challenge
students to think critically, use
technology responsibly, develop intellectual curiosity, and grow in
social behavior. Student activities, along with a comprehensive athletic
program, foster interpersonal skills, self-discipline and service. Student
centered, the school finds opportunities for students to develop and
practice their leadership and teamwork with adults, their peers, and
younger students. By actively participating in liturgies they experience
public speaking and parish service. The excellence of St. John Eudes
School is attested to by the numerous awards and scholarships won by
its students and by the numbers that continue past high school into colleges and universities. This excellence in education is also attested to
by the number of second and third generation students in attendance at
St. John Eudes School. St. John Eudes School educates to Live, to
Love, to Learn and to Leave a Legacy. It’s educational structure is
based on a shared moral vision that generates respect among teachers,
parents, and students and lends a sense of common purpose. Throughout the curriculum, quality character education and moral values are
fundamental to the mission and educational program.
All our students, families, alumni, and friends have been an integral part of the history of St. John Eudes School. All have helped build
and develop our
school over the last 40
years. And all are
part of our special
Eagle family – a
family that continues
to grow with love and
faith in Christ.
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Notes
1

About the Life of St. John Eudes
When the parish was named, the name of St. John Eudes was not a
widely known name. But he certainly has had an impact in the life of
the church through the focus of his devotion.
John Eudes was born in France at Ri, Normandy, on Nov. 14,
1601, to a farming family. At the age of 14 he entered the Jesuit college at Caen and eventually joined the Congregation of the Oratory of
France in 1623 and was ordained in 1625. He
worked for a number of years caring for the sick
that had been stricken by the plague in Normandy
and caring for “fallen” women. He also worked
giving missions and was an outstanding preacher
and confessor. Resigning from the Oratorians in
1643 he founded the Congregation of Jesus and
Mary (the Eudists) at Caen, which was composed
of secular priests not bound by vows but dedicated
to upgrading the clergy by establishing effective
seminaries and to preaching missions. He did not
immediately receive Papal approval for his congregation, however he continued to establish a number
of seminaries.
John Eudes (along with St. Mary Margaret
Alacoque) initiated the devotion to the Sacred Heart
of Jesus and the Holy Heart of Mary (he composed
the Mass for the Sacred Heart in 1668). He popularized the devotions with his The Devotion to the
Adorable Heart of Jesus (1670) and The Admirable
Heart of the Most Holy Mother of God, which he
finished a month before his death at Caen on
August 19. He was canonized in 1925. His feastday is August 19.
(For additional information see http://www.catholic.org/saints)
The devotion of St. John Eudes to the Sacred Heart is certainly an
appropriate source of inspiration for our school. St. John Eudes School
continues to express the love of the heart in educating students in faith
and knowledge, and in modeling Christ by centering teaching on integrating faith, life, and learning. As we celebrate our 40th Anniversary,
it’s important that we remember the love of the heart in our own lives,
and in the lives of our children and their families.

At age thirty, still single and devoting herself privately to God, she
and her friend, Inez Busquets, opened a school in Gerona to provide a
good education mixed with spiritual
guidance “to save families teaching
children the love of God”. The school
was such a success that she was able
to found a college in May, 1842, and
another school in 1846. To staff and
manage the schools, she founded the
Daughters of Mary (Pious School
Sisters) on February 2, 1847, and took
the name Paula of Saint Joseph of
Calasanz. Paula served as its leader,
and they received papal approval from
Blessed Pope Pius IX in 1860. These
schools have now spread to four
continents.
Paula died February 26, 1889, at
Olesa de Montserrat of natural causes. She was beatified in 1993 by
Pope John Paul II and canonized on November 25, 2001. Her feastday
is February 26.
3

Teachers & Staff

About the Life of St. Paula Montal
Paula Montal was raised in a large and pious family in a small seaside village in Spain. Her father died when Paula was 10 years old.
She worked as a seamstress and lace-maker, helped raise her siblings,
and then helped in her parish with other children.

Alumni may recognize
these teachers and staff from
the beginning years of the
school thru 2001: Mr. Helio
Aleman*, Mr. Ron
Allington*, Sr. Encarnación
Alvarez*, Mr. Joseph Amante,
Mrs. Patricia Baier, Mrs. Inge
Barnhart, Mrs. Debra
Beckstad, Mrs. Alvera
(Billock) Bell, Ms. Ellen Berkholz, Mrs. Noreen Berrington, Mrs. Mary
Bertain, Miss Rita Bochniarz, Sr. Rosemary Bochniarz, Ms. Susan
Borchard, Mrs. Natalie Boughey, Ms. Maureen
Bronzo, Mrs. Catherine
Burnett, Sr. Elizabeth
Candelaria, Mrs. Christina
(Malicci) Carpenter, Mrs.
Katheryn Cerniglia, Ms.
Virginia Clancy, Sr.
Adoration Contreras, Mr.
Louis Coomes, Mrs.
Cornelison,
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2

Ms. Rose Costello,
Mrs. Frances Cox, Sr.
Maria Jeanne Dey,
Ms. Rose DiGiorgio,
Sr. Isaura Domenech,
Mrs. Charlotte
Dorsey, Mrs. Dutton,
Mrs. Judy Eodgins,
Mrs. Terri Fierro,
Mrs. Lorie Fondevila,
Mrs. Peggy (Haun)
Franken, Mrs. Luisa
Gabaya, Mrs. Naomi
Garcia, Sr. Mary Helen Gomez, Fr. Romie
Gonzales, Sr. Guadalupe Gonzalez*, Sr.
Georgina Gutierrez*, Mrs. Mildred Haas, Mrs.
Marjorie Hanley, Mrs. Tess Horkan, Mrs. Mary
Lou Kashima, Mrs. Laura Koerner, Mrs. Linda
Lewis, Mr. Christopher
Luka, Mrs. Laura
Mageary, Mrs. Frida
Mahoney, Mrs. Maria
Margolis, Ms. Donna
Meade, Ms. Phyllis
Meckler, Mr. Richard
Medrano*, Mrs. Patricia
Melville, Sr. Laura
Menendez, Mrs. Janis Minuto, Sr. Beatrice
Moreno, Ms. Laura Muldrew, Mrs. Estella
(Comber) Murawski, Mrs. Thea Podrybau, Sr.
Gladys Rodriguez, Sr. Ana Lilia Rodriguez, Sr.
Maria Dolores Ruelas, Mrs.
Karen Savage, Mrs. Rose
Spousta, Ms. Judith Storey,
Ms. Cathrine Stula*, Mrs.
Cynthia Swenson, Sr. Bertha
Alicia Tarin, Mr. David
Thies, Mrs. Dona Marie
(Christensen) Thies*, Mrs.
Suzanne (Bertain)
Todorovic, Mrs. Lea Toller, Mrs. Diane Von
Buelow, Mrs. Mildred Waltz, Mrs. Karin Wayne,
Ms. Michelle Westfall, Mrs. Charmaine
Wijesekera, Mrs. Sandra Yates, Sr. Maria Leonor
Zamora
* Indicates staff/teacher is still currently at the school.
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4

The “Pioneer Class” of St. John Eudes
While the first 8th Grade class graduated in 1971, it was in 1974
that the first group of students that had started in 1st Grade in 1966
graduated from 8th Grade. The 1973-74 Yearbook proudly recognizes
them as the “Pioneer Class”.
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5

Associate Pastors
Associate pastors during the history of the school have been:
Fr. Anthony McCullaugh (1968), Fr. Tim "Tiny Tim" Conn (1970), Fr.
Bill McLean (1972), Fr. Terence Richey (1973), Fr. Mike Carcerano
(1976), Fr. Gerry Angrisani (1978), Fr. Mike Slattery (1979), Fr. Steve
Downes (1984), Fr. Joseph Gaffney (1987), Fr. Cesar "Ching"
Encinares (1988), Fr. Thadeus Ibejiofor (1989), Fr. Cyril Apassa
(1991), Fr. Chris Lazzaro (1991), Fr. Michael Messina (1993), Fr. Bob
Folbrecht (1994), Fr. Matthew DiMaria (1999), Fr. Paul Kottackal
(1999), Fr. Victor Ruvalcaba (2000), Fr. Romeo Taguinod (2003), Fr.
Angelito Cubillas (2005)
6

The PTSO
The SJE Parent-Teacher Support Organization was established in
1990 to form an advisory council for the pastor and principal, and to
provide an organizational focus for parent resources. The founding
committee included Fr. McNamara, Sr. Rosemary, Ron Allington, and
parents/parishioners Andy Birgel (Chairperson), Laurel Kalchthaler,
Adrienne Shaheen, Ernie Star, Sharon Suttles, and Greg Valone. In the
first 10 years of its existence, the PTSO raised nearly $400,000 to help
support the school. PTSO presidents have been: Frank Phalen 1990-91,
Luke Jacobellis 1991-92, Rick Crandal 1992-93, Ernie Star 1993-95,
Kina Turner 1995-96, Cheryl Ruebensal 1996-98, Terri Angel 1998-99,
Mike Garcia 1999-00, Katie Dawson 2000-2001, Ernie Star 2001-02,
Bruce Oakley 2002-03, Ellen Abbene 2003-04, Michael Briceno 200405, Monica Carr 2005-06, Allen Lien
2006-07.

7

The School Logo & Crest
The Eagle was chosen early on as the
mascot of St. John Eudes School and was
incorporated in the “St. John’s” crest
shown in the early yearbooks.
As part of a contest to include student
artwork in the celebration of the rebuilding of the church after the
Northridge Earthquake of 1994, Lina Wallace ’96 submitted her heartshaped vision of the church. This depiction
was adopted as the school logo to represent
our unity and dedication to our faith.
A new (and the current) SJE crest was
adopted in 2005 to provide an easily
recognizable symbol for our school and to help
readily remind us of some of the core values of
St.
St. John Eudes School.
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The Message in the St. John Eudes School Crest
The Shape of the Crest is meant to
remind us of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus
and Mary. The patron saint of our school,
St. John Eudes, expressed great devotion
to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary as
great signs of God’s love.
The Colors are our traditional school
colors of red & white. Red represents
God’s love for us and our love for Him.
It also represents our passion for learning
and for the search for truth and wisdom.
White represents our dedication to purity
and joy in our faith.
The Letters “SJE” are our school monogram and flow interconnected to each other. This represents our interdependence and sense of
family. The letters also are formed at the foot of a cross to show our
humility and understanding that we are servants of Christ. But the letters are also formed so as to hold the cross to show our support and
commitment to Christian values.
The Cross declares our Christian faith. It emanates from the
school monogram to remind us that an education at St. John Eudes
forms the basis for a life of Christian growth and development. And
the arms of the cross extend unrestricted across the crest, without limit
or boundaries, to remind us of God’s infinite love and care for us.
The Date on the crest was the year in which our school was
founded. We are reminded of the legacy our school holds for all who
have graduated from SJE. And of the sacrifices made by our teachers,
families, friends, alumni, and parishioners over the years to assure that
our school can continue to provide a Catholic education to its students.
The ideals and values represented in the new logo are not new to
St. John Eudes School. Our alumni and friends should easily continue
to recognize them in this new logo and in the continuing spirit of our
school community.
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A Special “Thank You” to All Those Who Have
Helped Make this Special Celebration Possible
CELEBRATION COMMITTEE

Dan (’74) & Kathy Lien
Chairpersons

Ellen Abbene
Molly Gaines
Cathy Garcia
Bettina Levesque

Mary Milkovich
Kathy Reynolds
Ernie Star
Eva Star

GUEST SPEAKERS

Bishop Gerald Wilkerson
Fr. Robert McNamara
Paige Huff Hemmis (’86)
Ron Allington
MASTER OF CEREMONIES

SLIDE SHOW

Mike Garcia

Sheryl Reyes

MUSICAL PRESENTATION

Heaven’s Angels & Heaven’s Grace
Directed by Richard Medrano
And thank you to all our Alumni & Friends who have
come together this evening to share in this wonderful celebration
of the 40 years of accomplishments of St. John Eudes School.

St. John Eudes School
9925 Mason Avenue
Chatsworth, CA 91311
Phone: (818) 341-1454 Fax: (818) 341-3093
www.school.stjohneudes.org
Msgr. Peter Nugent
Pastor

Mrs. Barbara Danowitz
Principal
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