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Class of 2020 Graduates Despite Pandemic Challenges
Students, Families, Teachers Celebrate in Novel Ways
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Highlights:
• Students, Families

Meet Challenges of
Graduating During
Pandemic; Lassen Lot
Converted to Drive-In
Graduation Venue

• Yard Signs Honor

Graduates; School
Featured on Local TV
News Stations

• Sr. Guadalupe, Sr.

Georgina, Mrs. Danowitz Retire; Fr. Dave
Transferred to St.
Monida; All Will Be
Greatly Missed

Above - Although “social distancing” rules did not allow the SJE
School Class of 2020 to come together to celebrate their graduation in the usual ways, our Eagles nevertheless flew together in
spirit and purpose as they graduated to go on to their chosen high
schools, many of them receiving scholarships and honors at high
school entrance. Right - In order to allow student families and
friends to attend the graduation ceremony and meet safety guidelines, the Lassen St. parking lot was transformed into a “graduation arena” where families were able to be safely distanced in
their vehicles but still able to take part in the graduation celebration. Students each waited patiently to be called individually by
Fr. Ethan and Mrs. Strom from their vehicles onto a stage in the
parking lot near the school to receive their diplomas.

There is no doubt that this year’s graduation was the most unique in St. John Eudes
School history. The coronavirus pandemic,
which struck our country mid-March, necessitated the adaptation of school life in so many
ways to assure the health and safety of our
students, teachers, staﬀ and families.
While no one foresaw the full impact the pandemic would have on our school and personal
lives, our teachers and staﬀ worked quickly to

• Adopt-A-Student,

Annual Fund Donors
Vital to Success of
School Mission

• School Spirit Still

Strong; Crazy Hats
and Spirit Week

mitigate its eﬀects and keep the educational
process on track through remote learning and
providing as much normalcy as possible.
The Class of 2020 met the challenges of this
unique time head-on and adapted quickly to
meet its needs. While there were concerns and
obstacles presented by the pandemic, there
were also new opportunities, insights and
strengths discovered by the students that will
(Continued on page 4)

• School Gets Full

Accreditation from
WASC/WCEA

• Virus Spike Ends

Hope of On-Campus
Instruction in Fall

• Masses Move Out-

doors; Alumni Confirmed in Plaza

• Keepsakes & Drawing
Help Raise Funds

Left - Jubilant graduates, their families and
guests, took their designated parking spaces which were marked
with their graduation
pictures in the Lassen
St. parking lot. Many
cars were festively
decorated to celebrate
the occasion. Each
graduate was called
to the stage (wearing
a mask of course) to
receive their diplomas. It was certainly
a graduation they will
never forget!

Quick Beats . . .
The Western Association of
Schools and Colleges (WASC)
and the Western Catholic Educational Association (WCEA)
has reaccredited SJE School
for another full term after an accreditation team visited the school last
February. Citing the excellence of the
school’s program, the school received
the maximum accreditation term of 6
years, which will be eﬀective through
June 30, 2026. Thanks to all the
teachers, staﬀ, and parents that helped
with the accreditation process!
Remote learning will continue based on orders from the
Superintendent of Catholic

Schools and civil authorities. It
had been hoped that students could
return to on-site campus instruction in the fall, however the recent
spike in coronavirus cases, and
resultant deaths, have required that
remote learning continue for at least
the near future in order to protect
students, teachers and staﬀ.
SJE School spirit is in full
swing in spite of all that has occurred during the last few months.
SJE students demonstrated their
school spirit by celebrating SJE
Spirit Week with a diﬀerent themed
event each day which included Hawaiian Shirt Day, Sports Shirt Day,
(Continued on page 4)

An Era Ends as Beloved Educators Retire
Our Love and Thanks to Sr. Guadalupe,
Sr. Georgina and Mrs. Danowitz!

Above - Sr. Guadalupe and Sr. Georgina joined
other sisters and staﬀ on stage for one more time
at the graduation of the SJE Class of 2020. Right Although she went on medical leave earlier this year
and subsequently announced her retirement, Mrs.
Danowitz returned at graduation to address the class
she has guided during the last 8 years. Now well into
the new millennium, these students have benefited
from much of what Mrs. Danowitz has implemented
to prepare them for the modern world.
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Above - How do you tell graduating students how much you care for
them and celebrate their accomplishments during a pandemic? With yard
signs of course! Mrs. Strom takes a selfy of a group of teachers, staﬀ and
herself as they get ready to deliver yard signs to pending SJE graduates
at their homes. Below - This unique way of celebrating our graduating
students came to the attention of local TV news media. News crews from
several major stations accompanied Mrs. Strom and her crew to each
of the graduating students to present them the signs. Links to the news
report clips are available thru the school’s Facebook page.

It was earlier this year when Mrs. Danowitz announced the need to take a medical leave and then
made the diﬃcult decision to retire. Apart from Mrs.
Danowitz’s retirement, Sr. Guadalupe Gonzales, Sch.
P., and Sr. Georgina Gutierrez, Sch. P., have also
decided to retire with the end of this school year after
decades of service to our students and families since
the founding of the school.
There is no way that words can convey how thankful
our school community is for their dedication, service,
and love. They have given so much to all the students they have helped guide in the development of
their faith and in their personal and academic growth.
As principal during the last 18 years, Mrs. Danowitz worked diligently to develop the educational
excellence of the school, implement technological
improvements, and strengthen the faith of school students and families. Sr. Guadalupe and Sr. Georgina,
who came to Chatsworth as the result of the Sisters of the Pious Schools being expelled by Cuba’s
Communist regime, have been the spirit of St. Paula
Montal among us. They were recognized with the
St. John Eudes Medal in 2014 for their work with the
school and Hispanic communities.
We will miss you greatly and pray that God continues to bless you always!
The HeartBeat

The Pulse: News About SJE Alumni & Friends
Our best wishes to Fr. Dave Ayotte
who has been transferred to St. Monica
Parish in Santa Monica. Fr. Dave came to
St. John Eudes in July, 2019, along with
Fr. Ethan, to serve as an associate pastor.
When the coronavirus pandemic struck,
Fr. Dave became indispensable in guiding
the adaptation of parish resources and efforts to meet the challenges we faced. He
was instrumental in developing the media
resources that became available online to
help us celebrate Lent and Easter while
we were to keep safer at home. While he
had hoped to make St. John Eudes his
home for awhile, it was deemed essential

by the Archdiocese to make the transfer
for him to assist at St. Monica. Thank you
Fr. Dave for all you did for us during the
past year and may God continue to bless
you in your ministry!

Check out the newest pictures
of school events on Instagram
SJE365!
SJE Students go on to do wonderful things and we’d like to hear what
you’ve been doing since graduating
from SJE School (or if you’re a parent,
now’s your chance to brag a little!).
Send us a note via e-mail to theheartbeat@sjeschool.net or mail it to:

A Special “Thank You”
to Our Special Supporters!
2019-20 Adopt-A-Student Program
Adoptive Donors - $500 and More
Liz Carlin
Eugenia Guzman
Vica Weber
Supportive Donors - Up to $499
Felbinger Family
in honor of Nathan Neglio

Victor & Linda Masi

in honor of Nathan Neglio

2019-20 Annual Fund Campaign
Calasanz Council - $500 to $999
Joel & Shirley Feinblatt
Montal Council - $250 to $499
Janice Boudreau
John Chady
Jenny Crandall
Msgr. Peter Nugent
Eagle’s Club - up to $249
Esperanza Camacho
Dolores Di Cecco
Patricia Overland
Ed & Ann Tinsley
Zambetti-Ruda Family
Philip & Patricia Wolﬀ
We thank all those who donated during
the last school year to help make our
school program exceptional for our students and families. Your help is vital to
the mission of our school to raise leaders
with open hearts and open minds. Thank
you for supporting the important cause of
Catholic education!
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Make sure to visit the
school’s Facebook page at
SJE365.com and like us!
Read the latest tweets about
the school on Twitter
@sje365_news!

Thank you Fr. Dave for all you did for our school
and parish during this historic time. You are always
welcome to come “home” to St. John Eudes!

A Special Message
from Mrs. Danowitz
Dear SJE Community:
I want to take this opportunity to express
my love and gratitude to all the families,
students, teachers, staﬀ and clergy that
I have come to know over these past 18
years as principal. I feel I am extremely
blessed to have worked for a long period
of time in the same community. With the
support of our amazing teachers, staﬀ,
parents and parish, we have made St.
John Eudes School a model of excellence
in Catholic education. I am proud to have
been a part of building a computer lab,
science lab, library, and implementing
a transitional kindergarten. More

Attn: The Heartbeat
St. John Eudes School
9225 Mason Avenue
Chatsworth, CA 91311

importantly, creating a community of
love and family with Christ’s message as
a lived experience with all stakeholders
is the greatest achievement.
Education has been a passion for me
throughout my life. I have been blessed to
have educated over a thousand students.
The most important role as an educator has
been as a Catholic school principal where
I strived to bring students closer to Jesus.
I wish to thank the entire SJE community
for the love and support it has shown me
since 2002. I know that the Holy Spirit will
guide the school in the coming months and
years. Please keep me in your prayers as
I enter a new chapter in my life. SJE will
always hold a special place in my heart.
Farewell blessings, Mrs. Danowitz
Even though this year’s
annual PTSO Spring Fundraiser “Havana Nights”
had to be cancelled because
of the pandemic, Fr. Ethan
and Mrs. Strom were still
able to draw the winners
for the popular Class Keepsakes and the Grand Prize
Drawing. A special thanks
to everyone who worked
so hard helping with this
event to raise funds for
the school, and also to
those who contributed and
bought tickets for the drawings. Mark your calendar
now for next year’s event!
Page 3

St. John Eudes School

A Note from
the Principal

9925 Mason Avenue
Chatsworth, CA 91311
Phone: (818) 341-1454
Fax: (818) 341-3093

Dear SJE Alumni,
Friends, and Families,
It is hard to believe another school year is ending.
www.sjeschool.net
This year will be one of
Fr. Ethan Southard
the most memorable in St.
Parish Administrator
John Eudes School’s hisMrs. Lizette Strom
tory. Due to COVID-19
Interim Principal
some school events had to
be cancelled and commencement exercises had Despite the challenges of “remote learning”, SJE students and teachers
still enjoyed “Crazy Hat Day” - a staple of SJE school spirit and fun.
to be modified. Yet a great
deal has been accomplished this year. Last to announce that St. John Eudes School is
accredited until June 30, 2026. This is a
February, a WCEA/WASC accreditation
great achievement and a testament that the
team visited our school. We are pleased
educational program we oﬀer at SJE has
(Continued from page 1) attained a level that meets or exceeds stanGraduation
dards that were developed by experts in
remain with them throughout a lifetime.
the field. Our school’s transition to remote
May God bless and continue to inspire
learning in a short amount of time is a sucthe Eagles of the Class of 2020!
cess and proves that by working together
we will prevail even during tough times.
Jason Abeleda*, Ashley Aguirre, Asia
Aguirre, Ethan Aguirre, James Aldrich,
On behalf of Mrs. Danowitz, I would like
Cassidy
Apeles*,
Aiden
Carnet*,
Isabella
to take this opportunity to thank Fr. Ethan
The HeartBeat
Cervantes*, Valerie Correa*, NicoSouthard, Fr. Dave Ayotte, Deacon Sargon
A publication of the
las Davalos*, Geoﬀ De Los Santos*,
Younan, the Sisters of the Pious Schools,
St. John Eudes School
Jcernin Jom Dela Pena*, Natalia Garcia*,
the School Board, PTSO, Room Parents
Development Office
Joseph Genchi*, Matthew Herrera, Lani
and all the volunteers for their loving
Ernie Star, Director
Ho, Xander Lopez*, Kayley Lufrano*,
service to our school.
Logos & Content ©2020 - St. John Eudes School
Anette Martinez, Sergio Medina*, Isaac
The end of the school year brings mixed
Moreno*, Lucile Multer, Carmine Perez,
emotions; excitement about summer break
Quick Beats . . . .
Alyssa Saldana*, Gabriella Schorn*, Saand having to say goodbye to friends and
(Continued from page 2)
sha Sempertegui*, Toan Nickolas Tran*,
teachers. It is time to say farewell to the
Hero Day, and Dressy Attire Day. AlSusie Turner*, Christian Valadez, Dominic
following faculty members:
though students were celebrating at home,
Vargas*, Natalie Victor*, Savannah Vilthey came together online to show they
Mrs. Kathy Boyett will be going on semilalobos
*Member, National Junior Honor Society retirement but will be substitute teaching
still had the spirit to have fun at school!
in SJE and two other Catholic schools.
We thank her for a great school year, and
we look forward to seeing her again. Mrs.
Carolyn Schorn has worked for the school
for the past 5 years as a teacher’s aide, Science, resource and substitute teacher. We
thank her for her years of service in SJE.
Both Sr. Georgina and Sr. Guadalupe will be
retiring, and we wish to thank them for all
the decades of loving service to the St. John
Eudes community. We will miss them dearly.
Thank you to all our school families for
entrusting your children to us. With all
your support we pulled through tough
times. You are the best!
Left - Changing conditions regarding COVID-19 infections have aﬀected our ability to use the church building for Masses and other celebrations or functions. The most recent directives from the Archdiocese and civil
May God keep you healthy and safe.
authorities requires that Masses be held outdoors - so Fr. Ethan has set-up our worship space in the plaza and
also extend the ability to attend Mass to those in their cars in the Lassen St. parking lot. Right - SJE alumni in
Lizette Strom, Interim Principal
the 2020 Confirmation Class were able to recently receive the Sacrament of Confirmation during a plaza Mass.
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The HeartBeat

