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Faith of School Evident as Pandemic Emerges

Students, Parents, Teachers Adapt to Meet New Challenges
have resulted in the cancellation or postponement of all
school special events including
the PTSO Spring Gala, sports,
concerts, graduation events,
and also the parish Summer
Carnival. The Superintendant
of Schools for the Archdiocese
of Los Angeles has advised that
distance learning will continue
until further notice.
Although it was a beautiful spring weekday at a time when students would normally
be filling the playground, the school grounds were standing quietly as teachers While students, teachers and
and students took to online classes in order to observe the “safer at home” and parents would naturally like to
“social distancing” orders of state and local oﬃcials, as well as directives issued return to on-campus instrucby Archbishop Gomez.
tion, a survey of parents has shown that they
hile our school community has never
are overwhelmingly supportive of the school’s
quite considered itself immune from
remote learning program, a program built
natural disasters (particularly since the 1994
on the faith of our school community and as
Northridge Earthquake), the current eﬀects
reflected by Isaiah’s words that are painted on
of the coronavirus pandemic are nevertheless
the school plaza wall, “Those who hope in the
surreal. When Archbishop Gomez issued orders
Lord will renew their strength. They will soar
last March to close all Catholic churches,
on wings like eagles.” (Isaiah 40:31)
schools and other facilities based on
the recommendations and orders of
state and local civil authorities citing
the rate of viral infections and resultant deaths, our school administrators, staﬀ and teachers
immediately began the
process of transitioning to an online
learning environment,
which was implemented within a few days
of the closure order.
As the pandemic
has progressed in
our area, it is clear
that the situation
may take weeks or
months (even years)
to completely be reComputer savvy teachers and students took quickly to the new “stay at home” learning ensolved. Restrictions
vironment. Well versed in 21st century communication techniques, they have adapted to the
on group meetings
demands and restrictions of the new learning environment, but have most importantly kept
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their faith in the mission of Catholic education, particularly during these demanding times.
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April 23, 2020
Dear SJE Families,
Mrs. Barbara Danowitz has informed me that she will be transitioning from medical leave to retirement at the end of this school year. Mrs. Danowitz has served as
principal here at St. John Eudes School for 18 years and we are so grateful for her
leadership here not only as an educator, but as a spiritual leader of our community.
During her journey as an educator, Mrs. Danowitz has had the great legacy to have
educated over 1,500 students, striving to bring each of them closer to Jesus.
Thanks in great part to the leadership of Mrs. Danowitz, St. John Eudes School is
well positioned for this transition. Mrs. Lizette Strom, has been acting principal and
has gracefully led our school through an unprecedented crisis as we have shifted to
an online remote learning format. Her leadership along with that of Mrs. Reyes has
been remarkable.
Under the encouragement of the Department of Catholic Schools, we will be honoring the interview process in the transition period. We are most grateful for Mrs.
Strom’s history in the parish and school, continuity with the previous administration, and relationship with the faculty and parents; and we look forward to her continuing with the process. I will keep the School Families abreast of developments
during this time of transition.

Quick Beats . . .
The visiting accreditation team
representing the Western Catholic Educational Association
(WCEA), as well as the Western
Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC), visited our school
and gave us an excellent review
due to the hard work of our teachers and
staﬀ in preparing our Self-Study and also
because of the support of the school and
parish community. The team commended
the school on the beauty and spirit of our
faith community where all our groups feel
a sense of family in a caring environment.
They were amazed with the involvement
of parents in all aspects of the school and
particularly praised the school’s sense
(Continued on page 4)

I thank Mrs. Danowitz for the warm welcome and the graciousness that she has
extended to me this year as well as her continued support and encouragement. She
will be missed. Mrs. Danowitz shared with me that she has been reflecting upon this
scripture from John 16:13 “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide
you into all the truth: for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He
hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.” May the Holy
Spirit continue to guide Mrs. Danowitz on her journey and the next leader of St.
John Eudes School into the next decade.
We at St. John Eudes are appreciative of the School Families for your foundational
support and we look forward to continue to grow our school family and show their
splendor through our great educational collaboration.
Many blessings in Christ,
Father Ethan Southard

The statue of Mother Paula, surrounded by beautiful
blooming spring flowers in front of the School Oﬃce,
reminds us of her presence in our school community
as she keeps watch over us and our school and parish
campus. St. Paula Montal’s feastday on Feb. 26 was celebrated by the school with a Mass led by the 4th Grade.

It was just shortly before Easter when Archbishop Gomez ordered all churches and schools in the Archdiocese to be closed due to the coronavirus pandemic and ordered there be
no public services. In order to support our spiritual needs, Fr. Ethan, Fr. Dave, and the rest of the parish staﬀ immediately implemented a web based streaming video network
to allow all in the parish and school to continue in the observance of the Lenten-Easter season. Left - Fr. Ethan celebrated Easter Mass which was live streamed through the parish’s YouTube channel and Facebook. Right - SJE School students, alumni and families took part in producing YouTube videos to help in the observance of Lent and Holy Week,
such as the Stations of the Cross. Daily and Sunday Masses continue to be live streamed on the parish’s YouTube channel and Facebook, and are also recorded for later viewing.
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The Pulse: News About SJE Alumni & Friends
In a Lighter Vein . . .
These are certainly peculiar times
and many of us are faced with the
challenge of being “safer at home”.
While under ordinary circumstances,
we might welcome being at home for
a “staycation” (and even cheer it!),
these particular conditions have many
seeking the companionship of a pet
with which to share their time . . .
A man felt rather lonely at home, so
he decided he needed a pet that could
talk with him. He headed down to the
local pet shop to buy a parrot. The shop
owner points to three identical looking
parrots on a perch and says, “The parrot
on the left costs $500.”
“Why does the parrot cost so much?”
asks the man. The owner says “Well,
the parrot knows how to use a
computer and smartphone.”
The man then asks about the next
parrot and learns that it costs $1,000
because it can do everything the first
parrot can do plus it knows how to use
the UNIX operating system.
Naturally, the increasingly startled
man asks about the third parrot, only
to be told that it costs $2,000.
Curious about its special talents, the
man asked, “What can it do?”
To which the owner replied, “To
be honest I have never seen it do
anything. But but the other two call
him boss!”
There are times when you pay for
something but you’re never quite
sure whether you’re getting anything
of real value for your money. But
when you make a donation to St. John
Eudes School, you know your donation
helps the worthy cause of providing a
quality Catholic education to deserving
children and is also tax deductible. Your
donation to the Annual Fund, AdoptA-Student Program, Endowment, or
other general or specific gifts is greatly
appreciated. To donate please contact
the School Oﬃce (818) 341-1451 or
visit our website at www.sjeschool.net.
Thank you!
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Make sure to visit the
Congratulations to Jenny Crandall
school’s Facebook page at
’89 on being selected as the 2020 St. John
SJE365.com and like us!
Eudes School Alumnus of the Year! After
graduating from SJE, she attended Alemany
Read the latest tweets about
High School from which she graduated in
the school on Twitter
1993. She then obtained an A.A. degree at
@sje365_news!
Pierce College and completed her Bachelor
Check out the newest pictures
of Science Degree in Business Management
of school events on Instagram
through the University of Phoenix. SubseSJE365!
quently, she also attended the USC Marshall
Business School and obtained a Retail Mar- SJE Students go on to do wonderketing Certificate. Applying her education to ful things and we’d like to hear what
you’ve been doing since graduating
working in the retail business environment
from SJE School (or if you’re a parent,
for the last 20 years, she has risen in the
professional ranks to become the Director of now’s your chance to brag a little!).
Send us a note via e-mail to theheartFront-End Operations for Albertsons, Vons,
beat@sjeschool.net or mail it to:
and Pavilions stores in Southern CaliforAttn: The Heartbeat
nia, which includes operations involving
St. John Eudes School
339 stores and over 35,000 associates. But
9225 Mason Avenue
even though she has extensive business
Chatsworth, CA 91311
responsibilities, she donates a significant
amount of time and eﬀorts
to supporting community
and charitable organizations
such as Special Olympics Los
Angeles, Habitat for Humanity, the Christmas Gift Program at Maple Elementary
School, and has for the last
10 years been raising money
by walking in the Susan G.
Komen 3 Day Walk in support
of the fight against breast
cancer. Furthermore, she has
taken direct leadership rolls
Jenny Crandall ‘89 (holding plaque) poses with her parents, Rick (left)
in non-profit organizations as and Chris (right), along with her numerous nephews and nieces, also SJE
School students and alumni. The family is proud of her achievements and
a committee member for the
actively supports her in her charitable work.
Albertson & Vons Foundation
business success and dedication to commuwhich oversees millions of dollars of grants
nity and charitable causes to the founfor local non-profits, as well as being a
dational education she received from St.
board member and committee chair for The
John Eudes School and to the inspirational
Fighting For Families Charity that focuses
examples provided by her parents. She also
on helping local veterans. She has also been
dotes over her 2 nephews and 3 nieces, all
extensively involved at St. John Eudes and
of whom currently attend SJE School or
was one of the co-chairs of the St. John
are alumni, and who are the children of her
Eudes School 50th Anniversary celebration
two sisters, Colleen Crandall (Quiles)
and continues to return regularly to support
’91 and Casey Crandall (Lufrano)
our school and parish through her extensive
’93. And when she has any free time, she
and key involvement in the PTSO’s annual
loves to travel. She is a wonderful example
spring fundraiser and the parish Summer
to our students of an alumna who has been
Carnival. And she is helping to support and
a life-long learner in the spirit of St. Paula
guide our school administrators in develMontal, and who has applied the principles
oping important parish and educational
of “to Live, to Love, to Learn, and to Leave
polices as a member of the St. John Eudes
a Legacy” since graduating from St. John
School Board, of which she is currently the
Eudes School.
(Continued on page 4)
chairperson. Jenny attributes much of her
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esan mandated safety program
for children entitled Empowering God’s Children that focused on
the import topic of internet safety. Students
were provided age appropriate information
on issues and dangers related to internet use
and websurfing. The Archdiocese maintains
additional resources on the subject through
its Safeguard the Children website.

Congratulations to our Boys “B” Basketball Team
which recently took 1st Place in the St. Joseph the
Worker Basketball Tournament. Great trophy guys!

The HeartBeat
A publication of the
St. John Eudes School
Development Office
Ernie Star, Director
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Quick Beats . . . .
(Continued from page 2)

The school’s Open House was held as part of this
year’s Catholic Schools Week celebration (Jan. 26Feb. 1). Many visitors attended to see the great work
our students are doing. We were also glad to welcome
back alumni that came to spend some time with their
favorite teachers and share their favorite memories.

of Catholic identity, curriculum, teaching
methodologies, data analysis, co-curricular programs,
structure and organization,
action plans, and financial
management. The team will
now issue a Report of Findings to the commissioner of
the WCEA/WASC which will
then be presented to the entire
accrediting body. Formal
notification of the school’s accreditation term will be issued
during the summer. A special
thank you to everyone who
The PTSO’s annual gala “Havana Nights” has been rescheduled for June
helped make the accreditation 16. The gala will include a raﬄe that features a 1st Prize of a Pleasant
Holidays Vacation for 2 to Maui (7 day Hawaiian trip) made possible by
process such a success!
Students in all grade
levels recently received special instruction
through the ArchdiocPage 4

a grant from the William H. Hannon Foundation, a 2nd Prize of $2,000
Cash made possible by the Villalobos Family, and a 3rd Prize of 4 One
Day Park Hopper Tickets for Disneyland made possible by the Lopez
Family. Raﬄe tickets are available for a $2 ea. donation, and books of
12 for $20. Those interested in raﬄe tickets may call the School Oﬃce at
(818) 341-1454 and leave a message or email their requests to emartin@
stjohneudes.org or jprospero@stjohneudes.org. Ticket pick-ups will be
coordinated through the School Oﬃce.

The Pulse
(Continued from page 3)

Our condolences to the family of Mrs.
Mary Bertain who passed away in
March. Many alumni will certainly
remember Mrs. Bertain who was a
2nd Grade teacher at SJE School for
nearly 20 years and retired in 1990.
One of her children, Mrs. Suzanne
Todorovic, followed in her footsteps
and also taught at our school. Mrs.
Todorovic has asked that alumni and
friends of Mrs. Bertain honor her by
donating to The Mary Bertain
Education Fund which has been
setup on GoFundMe.com. Donations
to the fund will be provided to the Sisters of the Pious Schools, half of which
will be designated to be used for SJE
students and half to be used to support
the educational eﬀorts of the sisters
in Mexico and India. Mrs. Todorovic
wrote that it would be “. . . a fund in her
memory that can help the sisters whom
she loved so much and the students who
need help with either summer school
or tutoring. Those are areas in which
Mom always felt there should be funding available for kids who need that
extra help. She used to tutor some kids
for free when the moms couldn’t pay,
just because the child needed the help
so much.” Mrs. Bertain’s grandson,
George Todorovic ’03, is an SJE
School alumnus.
Please visit GoFundMe.com and search
for “Mary Bertain” or visit www.
gofundme.com/f/The-Mary-BertainEducation-Fund to make a donation in
honor of a teacher who gave so much
to our students.
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